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Whereas:

The Oxford Region Planning Committee (ORPC) is comprised of the municipalities within the
Oxford Area School District (OASD) and has about 25,000 residents within its regional borders;

The Chester Water Authority (CWA) provides water to most if not all of the municipalities
represented by the ORPC;

Waters from land permanently preserved by easements held by various 501.c.3 organizations as
well as municipal, county and state entities flow into the Octoraro Reservoir which is owned by CWA;

CWA is currently a public purpose Authority, and not a for profit entity, and as such has
provided good, clean potable water at rates that are approximately half of comparable for-profit private
providers’ rates;

The CWA properties, land and water are an important recreational and educational resource
used for boating, fishing, hunting, walking, riding and meetings not only by the residents the ORPC
municipalities, but by other residents of Chester County as well as residents of Lancaster County and
Maryland;

These recreational users support several retail businesses adjacent to the Octoraro Reservoir;

Aqua Pennsylvania, Inc. (Aqua), a for-profit corporation made an unsolicited bid to purchase the
CWA which was rejected;

History suggests that, following acquisition of CWA by Aqua, water ratepayers in our Region
would be subject to rate increases well above those imposed by CWA;

The land and water properties of Aqua are not open to the public for uses similar to those
provided by CWA;

If the CWA properties were taken over by Aqua, the revenue generated in the Region by the
recreational users of the CWA properties would dry up;

For various reasons, there is an opening on the CWA board that is to be filled by the Chester
County Commissioners; and

ORPC adopted a motion at its July 24 meeting to send this letter upon confirmation by the
governing boards of our member municipalities;



Therefore:

We, the designated municipal representatives to ORPC, affix our signatures below and petition
the Chester County Commissioners to take all means available to prevent CWA from being acquired by
Aqua or any other for-profit organization. These measures include appointing a member to the vacant
position with the necessary background to recognize the value that CWA has provided to the region as a
public authority and who will oppose its sale to a for-profit entity.

Further, we submit for the Commissioners’ favorable consideration Leonard Rivera, who has a
proven track record with CWA and who has our endorsement.
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